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Don't let yourselves be fooled into thinking that this Who Is... interview is nothing more than a
chance to bash our Epicurean neighbours over the channel via the medium of a skateboarding
magazine. | mean. it is that. but there is a reason behind this xenophobia too, well kind of..
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it’s an lsland 5o a1 some point of your Bistory, your great great, great grand-dad had bables
weith i sister, aside from recks and grass (tS about empty, and the list time you guys have sten
the sun was on the 16™ of July 1875, On top of that, you people have been going through the
mitarable lives that inewitably unfold from this tragbe situnifon within skght of pur Rourishing land
for thousandy and thousends of wears. Moo i that doeunt spaen the wodld's leading Lende af woelf
derision and humaur, what will?

Horse and | usually use the Brasseye ‘Pacdophile’ show as a way al testing whether foreigners
willl be able 1o handle the stupid bullihit that spiils from our mouths and you passed with flying
colotirs - what did you think of Brasseye? Do you think that would be allowed on TV in France?

I wiag absalutely smared when pou gusys vroduced me to Bracseye, Mot only becaite it's inkanely
fumniy, offenthive and ot clever, but alse by the fact it wat featored an natienal TV, You could risver
s such a thing oa French TV, The last controverslal thing they had on was the Teletubibdey

Since embarking on your research of obscure and wrong British comedy which other
camadians and TV shows have you come across that youw [Hlee? - What s mast striking for
someone coming from France whane decent comedy isvody rare s that in Englanc you don't even
e to look too diesp to fmd some genius stull ity everywihene. Some of the British stolf 1 ke

e everything by The Monty Pythons, League of Gentleman, U'm Alan Pastridge, Derel and Clive
anything by Chris Marrls and The Cffice,

My dad would wakis us up to watch Benny Hill wher | wad young. That was one of the rase
ottaslans wi were allawed to watch TV

You tald ma that moat French TV camady is Just some guy wandering around saying ‘cock’ over

and over agabn: |5 it really that bac? - Well, i1 nilght Be d [ttle exiggedated, but one of Franoe's
mmost popular comediang is named Joan-Marie Bigard and, as increditale as it sounds fand is i you
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underitand Frenchl his act complately evalvsl
around swearing out boud, That's about abl e
doas feally, He fills up the country's biggest
stadiums where hewanders on $tage shooating
[*=ker!™ "Pussyland cock! 10 the public's
greatest delight and admiration

To most uneducated Brits all Frenchman smell
of garlie, ride araund on biled, get o serew
bBeautiul wamaon EVETY n]g'hl and run away
from wars - how much of that s troef = Thai's
thiz most accurate description of oy evenyday
Bifie 1w @i il

What about the typlcal French person’s wiew
of us '‘Ronst Beefs'T - To most ungducated
Frogs, all Brits eat roast beed with mint and
peiacding at eviery meal, dleep with an umbecila
and speenvd thelr day photting o how' they'ng
ganna stab anather country in the Badk while
thair muol e (aineo |5 alzo thebr wilel makoes (e
in the kitchen, ItUs also a commeon fact hade that
Beits nover have s6x with thair 1.|]I]' woman and
thelr greatest possible achievement in e 1o
by & house i the south of France
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sl i;I!L' HIE EvenLs B & prime example of media manipulation. | was skating sveryos
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and the strangest comearsation follnwed, She was trylng to convines ma that it was hell outside
witidle | had been skatbng arcannd tewn for day Snce i started, unawan that anything was sippoted
1 e Rappeining and | didn’s get to see ane single demonstration of violonoe Loter that day an
Ammicon friend called me and wdd me the same thing. | gol leads of timilar messages and emails
That's how | lesrmed aboert it

After thiese "tragic evints® | did my research, watched US and Britksh channeis on the inteimet 1o
figlire aut what wid all the fuss abeut and coubdn't beliess my eyes, They made it seund like i1 was
VW3 wihile one tmall Higure says it alk how many people sihete killed or seriously armed during
the entire lengih ol those supposed Tiors T None A couple of cars and tradheans were burned in
remote subwiban PropFcrs andd that sabaul it

18" hird to eell exacthy why yoo would want to distort the feoes (e (han but | believe B3l ORellly
g e d chee on his Infamous show on Fox Newd whisn be 4ald Bvesd thie price Francs had ta pay
foar not wanting ta fight tesrarism By Qoing to vear m iradg, wihile having footage of burning citied in
thi badkground

Explain to us what a bandleue is - a5 we don't hawve them in Britain, (apparentiy)... - A banlicue i
like a praject in the LS. In Frande thene wens bailt alier thie war or n the 50° and 0% mostly 1o host
imrigrants and poar population As it tumed aut, most were |l-concehied and oo remate from
thie city conbres, which ded 1o them becaming ghettos

Hawe yol sver been (o Clichy-sows-Bods where it all started? Are there spots there or are thoie
kind of places as off-limity as the TV news would have us believe? - Clichy-sous-Bols iy lecated
abéut 10 miles from Pafis city-centre st s nol the most comvenlent (of atbractive) place o go
chick for some spots. Pve never been to thiz particudar Bandisue but Dvie bean 1o others guite
simitar (Steathoun's banleues are famaud In France for halding the record of mest cars burned
oy New Yiar's Eve for some yoears i a roswl, Dguess it's a3 bad as going fora skate in o really bad
netghbourhood of London, Yo can but you have to beon the walch aut cawse il the wrang croved
happens 1o be out, you might get in troubile
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“That broadened my horizons
with a wide range of dreadful
possibilities that made jump-

ing around on a piece of wood
sound like a good idea’

Abowe Vivien gata high on the blues uning
n Fronch mabsisr's imprompiu sarly grms
B8 A Kicker, Lip teans wiglings

Saq 1op right_Mast poopls would crack
ona aff for baing able to ollia this bollasd
wherads "Pated Fidl' adds o nosowhools

0 where do you stand on Sarkozy? He seems like a bit of a twat to me - Is he your hero? - | say
he's an absolute twat indesd and a digrace to thie human race. Ay hit men reading this interview
tight naw and up lor the task, meet me at Gare du Nord in 20 minutes. You'll get good money plus
3 bunch of coupons for Preta Manger. 40% of the amount paid in advance. The 75% remakning
wrhen the jobis done

After the banlioue riots it seemed as if French hip hop ended up getting blamed - is there
arrything to that or is it just right wing excuses and scapegoating to divert attenthon away fram
ihe povertyfracism at the heart of what cauted thote riota? - Noam Chamsky sald something
ike: if you want people to do as you please, scane them first with a fake threat to thekr security
that you created and then hand them the solution on a plate. That's the sasiest, most efective
palitical manipulation move avaitable. That s how Sarkory got fram Head of Homeland Security

b where e s at fight now, That's what Bill O'Reilly is doing on his show everyday: “Look at France
burning in the background, that’s what will happen to us If we don't support our iroops who fight
for our freedom in a remote third-world country that never s0 much as threw a rock a1 us and Is
taveniently (udl af all”, And that's what Pead Farbour and 8011 rright well have Bien as well

n the opposite, dealing with real issues profoundly rooted in sochety llke racism of renewing
ghatiod s much harder and never got anyone elected. Forgel about it

Who's your favourite French artist and wiliy? = Carla Brunk for abwious reasona

You travel a ot and your brother is a really good skate photographer - that's pretty convenient
th? Do you have to pay your brother to hang out with you, like you do with maost of your
friands? - Even though be indeed cost me a lot to hang out with, my younger brather i convenient
on many ievels. He tkates. shoots photoy, filma, edit, has o driving license (which | dan’tl knows
where to find anything for half the price on the intermet, can fix about anything that goes wrong
amywheng in the house and does the best chocolate cake e over saten. | think my mom had him
after having sexual interoourse with o Swiss army knife

AR TR

T

K

As fer travels, yes, | ik them a lat Just gelng with
a small crew of friendd on your own schadube f the
betst way to do It 'm trying 1o take advantage of
the passibilslies and freedom that tkatebaar dindg
alkowvi me 10 visiE a3 many difenent places ot
Possibee wihdle 1t lais Nmonot sune 1 get that
many travel opportunities when that thing ks over
and I'm just & drunk hobo begging for change a1
e LD LA, 10 im To by going for it righi
e,

You've been over to the States to stay with Matt
Irving a few thmeit - what do you think shout the
LIS frowm your French perspective? - Pen almost
only been 10 g citles on the coasts (5F, MY, LA,
Washington and Philly) and | den’t think they really
rbpresEnl America. | wank to crogs the coontry ram
e oot bo gnothei 1o see the real redneck vide of
i, Samething lhoe this [Erarnrys B 00 the fodd™ by
Kerouse. As fof miy opindon, | think Amesiesnd are
sarme ol the modt weltoméng and gonetous peopls
I'var e mapL. IE comes b3 suipiising jusiging by
1hedr coumiry's selfinh JNIIthhIl_"I.i.l'l}lrll_:r'- palsty. 1
fuirts |f takes a bof of twdsting facts and lies 1o got
Ij'i“?l’l:{'lil:lll.' bz approve of ovil decslons. | reagd a
et abceirt Ehat particular magies actuadly. Chomaky's
"Manufacty fing Lomsent” ik 2 good $tart in that feld
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Soq Banget & mzah 10 linid] Flig backiall to Bbackssda Bp

Below Siralght from Le Shaobn slumd, Veden ol hia
i g, thad's & ol of processsng for a Frinch baain (oo

sl trm all B sy B0 the bakers for some slicks bitch!

How's the Adidas thing working outl? Looks like a prefty rad thing te be involved with.... - Yup Say you weta taking e ol 6 b romantic ik [ i 3 & : )
Tidane and | are (he oned who can't eally comiplaln sbodit thelr confracts day out that had 1o be as authentically French AI l Bnts t a St b f th t dd g Sheckler sakd whon asked about one of hit
s s podilble, what would we dofwhers woilg ea‘ rﬂ ﬂﬂ m mI n u I- upcorming sideo parte it thould be amaging”
L witr o and why T - We wouldn't leave the reim

Wiha's your favournie French skateboarder af all time and whyT = S0y Fanday because hie has the

sofiest belby of &l

What about British skateboarding - do you know much about it7 - | go to Lindon vy you

Far i fende wrdiiEhd 46 | GO 1 KRow Ehig S THErE & BEEhE 105 bl Tlephvbasd Vv SseEn 20 Tar, |1 e
eyEiganE Enddt aach olved well hangy owl an skate onether, whach i really ik, The Cily rgasl
ona of this modl vpiremg bo Aiate Por md. | hioe The sechiteciure mnd (he wibe thers & ot

Blugprint B obwioushy & gieat nmbastedor 1o Balish skarebBoarding. | remambar we sere Wwatching
I|IJ'.'|I|||II.| for the Viarld Belasn skat jry all e R Whien (f came oAl Landscape dngd Hidoin g soirie
o STLM A el

Sy wad aetteng Dodumant ancl Sldewaik Tor awhbe s wiell, The Simvak viden was miaaliy nics by
the way. You guys should make & new one instead of trving to manufactuere (aks tiis Full of wanm

FitE For e it Lk imidr kot

What's going on with the Parks scene thess days? s b all sulll aplit into little groups that don’t
talk 1o each other or has it mellowed out a biE? - 11's all good now. Mo more toreh-lit gang dueliin
dilehes bike i/ e o lE "1 hdashiin v * T LoemE i S0 comipad (1 ol lais of vmall U BT Uhesy

I im peade and harmanmy with sach ather now

il you could swap fives with any French human from any peried in histery for a day; wha would
pa=11] :|;.|-;’||; arel wh:f? - I'gd e Louts the 14 an a "-.':I..l|||.|.:|' i Lk Ol e as e Versadlles, |1 gt s hders

and firevweorkd bnomy honour, a masshee b el 3 fonsS af hoes ﬁ:]hll"ll; {or my body. The Banglng

ERTES WIER W ITE ERIVES B0 v Gl rriains (1 woarth ie
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andd hawe vex all day while | stech cheede n youl
msuth and poer e wine on pour chest avery o

mibintites, THAT woild bé aithoftically Feench

You re going o Asia for the wintler aren't
you ! What are your plans with that then?

- e Eusal by albrescly in Dl a6 the batk of §
vrall shoo iy ng to firikeh thas on a poai-YWwW i
camputes budled undes & inch ol duisl, Ap.
HWatFaiimmar g 6 of ther Tiencls e oarfened
Arcmaihe] e s abe FLnG Y PO el AL
At oy fade, whikch helps mee 8 great desl

U'm grorma traded in India fora vl and then
head o south-gast Adia (Thallanc, Liros
Cambodia, Vethem. . L tapan, the Phlippines
Ayttalia, New-Zesland pnd wherever plue

vl Loumnd interesting. THe idea is 1o break my
Fard Wk L fowine (o expenends fons of
e Thing s, skip & cobg durc-wintes and nopeiuly
comee Back altve, I'm prétiy exciied 16 see wwhat 1l
firet] 1o LHATE, eLpeckally in femate places N Lo
or Cambadia

at every meal, sleep with an umbrella whilst
their mother (who's also their wife) makes

tea in the kitchen."

Tellui s good French joke, - ‘Cockl

Finally, do you have anything #lve to add ar
witclom to share with the snotty British kids
reading this! - My sdvice 1o the Beitlsh youth i
i avodd midxing crack and speed il you've been
iinking absinine and taking speared bn the past
17 mdnutes. That Tl wave you a bed braath in the
marning when you wake up, Hope it helps

I ant 1o give 4 ShouT ol o abl |r1:..'I'-I.|:h Brothirrs
in England: Glass, Dom, Fos, Mathdeu, Rory,

|IJ-.';r. "il'-ll'-'-':.'. thie Skam City crew, Ban, Shier,
Balney, Chewy, Chaz, Pat, all of my thugs, all ry
marstdery and of course thank youw guy for this
VY EHAE

Sidawnlk Maumeite HO00




